~ The Style Invztatzonal

WEEK 92: PLOTBOILERS

From “Plumbed,” by G. Gordon Liddy

He mashed his swarthy, work-hardened body against hers with
tender cruelty, crushing her bosoms like a.steamroller flattening
origami zeppelins. The Contessa whimpered a.nd succumbed :

Later, he ate a rat.

This Week's Contest was suggested by Newt

Gingrich, who has revealed to everyone's delight .

that he has been working on a potboiler. novel
featuring a “pouting sex kitten.” We wondered
what excerpts from other celebrities’ novels
might look like, if they wrote one, in 100 words
or fewer. First-prize winner gets an antique ce-

ramic flying elephant with huge pontoons for oif. .

and vinegar, a $25 item that will'stop dinner- -
table conversation as effectlvely as a chunk'of .
kangaroo meat lodged in one's trachea Runners. *
up, as always, get the coveted Style Invitational losers’ T+
shirts. Honarable mentions get the mlldly sought algef Style

>N
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\T WAS Tus

Invitational Bumper sticRers. Winners will b:eselected on
the basis of humor and originality. Mail ygl?r entries'to the ;
Style Invitational, Week 92, The Washingfon Post, 1150
15th St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20071, (ax thiem to 202
334-4312, or submit them via the Intem"et to this address:

. 'Iosem@auess digex.net. Entries must be received on ar be-
‘fore Monday, Dec. 26. Please include youz address and ,
~ phone number, Winners will be announted |n three weeks
* - Editors reserv the right toalter entnes for taste, appropn .

atenessovhumov Nao purch, necessaty Employ ‘ot"‘

T The Washinglqn Post and thelr immediale fammes ave not

ehg:ble for prizes. . ‘;

REPORT FROM WEEK 89,

in which you: were asked to come up with.bad ideas for Chnstmas toys. Many of you d|d not
really understand this contest, offering up-dreadfully precious political drolleries-such as “The
Hillary Health-Care Jigsaw Puzzle,” whose pieces do not fit together, or “IdeoLogs,” which
can be assembled one way and one way only. How amusing of you. Qur hands sting from
making prissy little pat-pat noises of appreciation,

@ Fourth Runner-Up: “The Li't Naturalist Hornet Farm,” (Dean Evangelista, Gaithersburg)

@ Third Runner-Up: A Pee-wee Herman pull toy, (Chuck Smith, Woodbridge)

@ Second Runner-Up: “The Duncan Yo"-={t unwinds and rolis away on the first try. Teaches
children about warranties. (C.G. Owens, Indian Head)

@ First Runner-Up: 5,200 Pick-Up"~—A jumbo deck of cards designed for every kid’s favorite

game! (Ken Krattenmaker, Landover Hills)

& And the winner of the fantastic lurching raccoon in the potato chips bag
animated toy: The Leam-About-Puberty Chia Pet. (Paul A. Aiter, Hyattsville)

¢ Honorable Mentions:
“SuperSoaker 9000"—For use on normally

hard-to-reach targets: NFL referees, low-flying
alrcraft, and many more, At short range it can

strip paint, clean rusty grill tops, dig utility
trenches, (Eiden Carnahan, Lautel) .

“The Laff-o-Minit Majic Spellin’ Tootor”
(Elizabeth Kugler, Silver Spring)

“Dan Quayle/lohn Kennedy Transformer” —'n-e :

Young Repubficans in your house will be

delighted to learmn that Dan Quayle really is Jack

Kennedy after all. (Russ Beland, Springtield)

“Doggie Dentist"~Kids leam about dentistry
on the family pooch. (Ken Krattenmaker,
Landover Hills)

A set of bathtub toy fish that always float

upside down. Teaches tots a true understanding

of nature. (Adam Koons and Yukari Horiba,
Washington)

“Culsin-Art"—Turns Mommy's food processor - -

into a spinning paint tool. (Kevin Mellema,
Falls Church)

“Tas-Tee Jars"—Toy cleaning-agent bottles,
available in several fruit flavors, These are

placed under the sink in place of the yucky real

stuff. (Mike E. Butcher, Waldorf)

“Water Retention Wanda"—Teaches kids the

principles of the calendar. (Sue Lin Chorig.
Washington)

“Advanced Play Medical Kit,” with colomm

and speculum, (Robert Herscowitz and Terri -
Strassburger, Cabin John)

“Where's the Spotted Owi?" book contains

{arge, complex scenes in which a small spotted

owl is hidden in a vast forest among burly
loggers, dope-smoking hipples, rabid
environmentalists etc. The joke Is that there
really is no spotted owl in the book, and
moreover, the paper used to make the book

comes from trees in the owl's natural habitat.

{Tom Witte, Gaithersburg)

_ “Humpy Puppy.” Batteries not included.

(Mary Whittington, Washington)
Chocolate-covered lead soldiers.
{Kevin Mellema, Falls Church)
“Plugger’’~Variation of the old classic game,
Pin the Tail on the Donkay, but the blindfolded
child with wet hands tries to get the efectrical

plug into the outlet! (Mike E. Butcher, Waldori)
“Pottie Depends '—Betsy wmy's grandma.
(Ginger and Kelly Fitzpatrick)
“Bungeroo!"—Hid-size bunges kit for second-
floor bedrooms. (Ken Krattenmaker,
Landover Hills)

“Fool'Em Transformers"~—Fake dog poop that
converts in seconds to fake vomit!

~ (J. Calvin Smith, Laurel)

“Aw, Shoot”—Real handguns that look just like
toys. (Tom Witte, Gaithersburg)

“Disease Balls"—Lot your kids leam about
iliness with these enlarged rubber simulations
of the AIDS virus, smafipox virus, tuberculosis
etc. They.can throw them around like ordinary
balis and pretend they are “catching” all kinds
of allments! (Fred Dawson, Beltsville)

“Wi 1t BurnT"——E-Z Lite kid's ighter helps
children discover what's flammable in the
home. (Ken Krattenmaker, L_andover Hills)

“tslamic Strip Poker"—Lose a hand, lose a
hand. (Eiden Camnahan, Laurel) ’

- #Scabby Sam"—Scabliks growths randomily
appear on Scabby Sam. They will disappear in a
‘week to 10 days if left alowe, but will result in
permanent scarring ¥ picked off.
(Sarah Worcester, Bowie) -
“Cute as a Button"—This amazing doll is
created entirely out of nickel-size buttons. For
ages 2 and under, (Kevin Mellema, Falls Church)
@ And last:
The fantastic lurching raccoon in the potato

~ chips bag animated toy. (Paul A. Alter, Hyattsville;

Diego Hernandez, Montgomery Village)

[ Next Week: Bill Us Now
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